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Wolf Kahn photographed at his New York studio circa 1953 with his Self Portrait in Provincetown 

(1953). Image courtesy of the Wolf Kahn Foundation. 
 

New York, NY — August 20, 2026 — The Wolf Kahn Foundation announces the opening of 
the Wolf Kahn Foundation and Archives, a new permanent office headquarters in New York 
City dedicated to advancing scholarship on the American painter Wolf Kahn (1927 - 2020). 
Opening one year ahead of the artist's centennial in October 2027, the Foundation and Archives 
aims to deepen public understanding of Kahn's artistic practice, his contributions to American 
painting, and his enduring influence on generations of artists. 
 
“Arriving in the US as a refugee from Nazi Germany at age twelve, Wolf Kahn built his 

 



community and developed his artistic practice in New York City,” shared Ellen McCulloch-Lovell, 
President of the Wolf Kahn Foundation. “Later in his and his wife Emily Mason’s careers, they 
spent half the year on an old hill farm in Southern Vermont, which also influenced their art. As 
we look toward his centennial, we seek to strengthen his connection to this city and provide 
easier access for the next generation to learn from the rich history preserved within these 
archives.” 

The Foundation and Archives will be open to artists, students, and researchers by appointment, 
providing access to letters, audio-visual materials, photographs, and ephemera documenting 
Kahn's life, career, and artistic legacy. The new offices also serve as the central resource for the 
Foundation's ongoing catalogue raisonné project. 

The offices in New York represent his connection to the New York art world - Kahn was 
considered a second-generation New York School painter, a designation that reflected both his 
place within the city’s postwar artistic history and his commitment to developing a distinctly 
personal language from the lessons of modernism. The Foundation continues that legacy 
through scholarship, exhibitions, publications, and philanthropy, as well as through grants 
supporting arts organizations that support artists and expand the culture in which Kahn worked. 

The opening of the Foundation and Archives office marks the beginning of a multi-year 
celebration of Wolf Kahn's centennial in 2027. Throughout the anniversary year, the Foundation 
will collaborate with museums and cultural institutions around the world to present major 
exhibitions, special programs, and institutional partnerships celebrating Kahn's life and work. 

The Wolf Kahn Foundation and Archives will be open by appointment beginning in August 2026. 
More information can be found on the Foundation’s website.  

### 

About The Wolf Kahn Foundation​
The Wolf Kahn Foundation is dedicated to preserving and promoting the artistic achievements 
of Wolf Kahn (1927-2020) and to sharing them with audiences, scholars, and other artists 
towards a greater understanding of his work and his lasting contribution to American art of the 
Second Generation New York School. 

Through its grants program and other initiatives, the Foundation supports arts organizations 
that educate youth and the broader public and that advance artists’ careers through exhibitions, 
publications, and residencies. 

### 

NOTE TO MEDIA: A media preview for the artist’s centennial will be held on October 27, 2026. 
Please contact katrina@bluemedium.com for more information.  
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