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Art in Embassies Announces Generous Gift and Loans from  
Wolf Kahn Foundation  

Works from German American Artist Wolf Kahn will immediately be available for 
ambassadors at posts around the world 
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Images: Wolf Kahn, Free Verticals, Oil on canvas. Courtesy of the Wolf Kahn Foundation; U.S. 
Senator for Vermont Peter Welch pictured with the Wolf Kahn painting hosted in his office. 

 
Washington, D.C., January 17, 2025: The U.S. Department of State's Office of Art in Embassies 
is pleased to announce a new gift and long-term loan from the Wolf Kahn Foundation. The Wolf 
Kahn Foundation is proud to give the German American artist’s 2001 painting Free Verticals to 
Art in Embassies’s permanent collection, alongside nineteen works made available on long-
term loan to be used for American diplomacy around the world. The gift and loan that make up 
the Wolf Kahn Collection will be immediately available for use by incoming U.S. 
ambassadors. Art in Embassies is only as strong as the partnerships it builds and the works of 
art that are donated to the office, as these are utilized within the developed exhibitions that 
support American diplomats in more than 200 U.S. embassies, consulates, and partner 
institutions across the globe. This collection gift is a key example of the private philanthropy 
that strengthens the office and amplifies its diplomatic impact. 
 
“These incredible paintings will not only be beautiful in American Embassies, they will also be 
vital tools in advancing the American story,” said Megan Beyer, Director of Art in Embassies. 



“We are so pleased to welcome the Wolf Kahn Collection into the office’s Democracy Collection 
as part of the nation’s upcoming 250th anniversary, helping us to tell the important and 
powerful stories of all Americans, such as Wolf Kahn.”  
 
Born in Stuttgart in 1927, Kahn fled Nazi Germany for the United Kingdom in the 
Kindertransport at age twelve and immigrated to the United States during the Blitzkrieg in 
1940. After attending the High School of Music and Art in New York City, he continued his 
studies at the Hans Hofmann School, eventually becoming Hofmann’s studio assistant. After a 
stint in the U.S. Navy, Kahn received a bachelor’s degree from the University of Chicago. Kahn 
spent his adulthood making art, inspired by the scenic landscapes of his summer home in 
Vermont and other rural locations across the US, Italy, and Namibia. Throughout his seven-
decade career, Kahn blended aspects of representational and abstract painting to create 
luminous, dynamic compositions.  
 
Ellen McCulloch-Lovell, President of the Wolf Kahn Foundation shared, “Wolf was an 
enthusiastic participant in the Art in Embassies program, and it is an expression of his legacy to 
provide one of his outstanding works of art to Art in Embassies’s permanent collection.”  
 
U.S. Senator for Vermont Peter Welch has hosted a Wolf Kahn painting in his office, 
highlighting the importance of Kahn’s impact and oeuvre particularly on the people of Vermont. 
Senator Welch’s experience is a testament to the power of Kahn’s art as a Vermonter. “The 
Wolf Kahn painting in my office helps me tell the story of America being a refuge for so many 
Jews who had to flee Germany in World War II,” said Welch. “The Wolf Kahn work on loan to 
my office has sparked so many conversations about our values as Vermonters and Americans 
and celebrates the state’s vibrant cultural history. I am thrilled for U.S. Ambassadors to have 
access to these same opportunities and conversations through this powerful gift.” 
 
Mara Williams, Chair of the Wolf Kahn Foundation and Curator Emeritus of the Brattleboro 
Museum & Art Center in Vermont describes Free Verticals as “a superb example of Wolf Kahn 
embracing change and continuing to find means of creative expression. Perceptual phenomena 
were a central concern of Kahn’s work, and this painting is no exception. It captures brilliantly 
the way in which light interacts with form, alternately substantiating or dissolving it. The 
juxtaposition of a nuanced range of purples set against light-struck yellows and orange is 
evidence, too, of his unflagging mastery of color. Wolf Kahn’s chromatic combinations continue 
to speak to viewers in tones ranging from sibilant whispers to soaring oratory.” 
 
Over the last two decades of his life, Kahn’s vision was affected by macular degeneration, an 
incurable eye disease, which led him to experiment with new methods and materials. He still 



began each painting by scrubbing in the basic composition and colors, but his approach to the 
top layers changed. In place of his old, scratchy brush, Kahn used various types of oil sticks to 
produce bold forms and fields of densely saturated color. 
 
“I scrub, scrub, scrub,” he said, describing the way in which he built his compositions with 
multiple layers of thinned paint applied in quick, scratchy strokes. Kahn’s preferred applicator 
was a cheap, stiff-bristled brush. Until the early 2000s, the top layers of Kahn’s paintings were 
often a thicket of spindly, dry strokes, resulting in a delicate tracery of lines atop bold swaths of 
color. This approach generated surface tension and created the shimmering quality of light 
characteristic of Kahn’s paintings. 
 
This gift will be a part of Art in Embassies’s Democracy Collection, established in celebration of 
the office’s 60th anniversary in 2023 and aimed at utilizing the soft power of art to strengthen 
democracy. Other Collections include the MPA Geena Davis Institute Collection, featuring 
movie posters of female-led films; the Gene Davis Estate Collection, courtesy of the 
Smithsonian American Art Museum, featuring the works of U.S. painter Gene Davis; the Clarice 
Smith Collection, with works by deceased D.C. artist Clarice Smith on loan from her family's 
collection; the Creative Growth Collection, featuring works by artists with developmental 
disabilities; and the Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art Collection at the University of Oklahoma, 
containing twentieth-century American paintings depicting the American Southwest. 
   
The Democracy Collection is also made up of gifts from cultural and diplomatic leaders 
including iconic New York photographer Philip Trager; graphic artist Shepard Fairey; 
photographer and Ambassador Chantale Wong; RFK Human Rights leader Kerry Kennedy; the 
family of Ambassador Joseph Gildenhorn; former Art in Embassies Director Ellen Susman; 
photographer Bonnie Lautenburg; artist and U.S. Naval Academy graduate Kristin Cronic; 
figurative painter Barbara Prey; the For Freedoms Collective; collector Don Russell Clayton; 
photographer Didi Cutler; winner of the Democracy Collection Student Art Competition Daniel 
Rivera; artist Marc Poole; historical painter Steve Penley; representational sculptor Greg Wyatt; 
and Ukrainian-American artist Ola Rondiak. 
 
For press enquiries, please contact:  
Shaquille Heath 
aie@suttoncomms.com  
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Envisioned by the Museum of Modern Art in 1953 and formalized by John F. Kennedy a decade 
later, Art in Embassies is an official visual arts office within the U.S. Department of State Bureau 
of Overseas Buildings Operations (OBO). For six decades, Art in Embassies has played a leading 
role in U.S. public diplomacy through a focused mission on generating cross-cultural dialogue 
through exhibitions, permanent collections, site-specific commissions, and two-way artist 
exchanges at more than 200 U.S. embassies, consulates, and partner institutions around the 
world.  
  
It showcases the innovation and cultural prowess of the United States and fosters cross-cultural 
connections. Each ambassador representing the U.S. in each nation has their own custom 
curated exhibition to support their specific diplomatic agenda. For more information about Art 
in Embassies and upcoming projects, please visit art.state.gov  or follow on Instagram, 
Facebook and X.  
 
About the U.S. Department of State Bureau of Overseas Buildings Operations 
 
Art in Embassies is an office within OBO’s Operations Directorate. OBO provides the most 
effective facilities for United States diplomacy abroad. OBO is the single real property manager 
for the planning, acquisition, design, construction, operations, maintenance, and disposal of 
U.S. governmental diplomatic and consular property overseas. The secure, functional, and 
resilient facilities enable U.S. foreign policy through building technologies, sustainability, art, 
and culture.  

For more information about the U.S. Department of State Bureau of Overseas Buildings 
Operations and Art in Embassies, please visit Bureau of Overseas Buildings Operations - United 
States Department of State. Sign up for OBO’s distribution list and follow us on social media 
through our Youtube, LinkedIn, Instagram, Threads, and Facebook. 

About Wolf Kahn 
 
Wolf Kahn’s works are in the permanent collections of major museums around the world, 
including the Smithsonian American Art Museum; the Metropolitan Museum of Art; the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; the Whitney Museum of American Art; and the Brooklyn 
Museum. In January 2017, Kahn was awarded the International Medal of Arts by the U.S. 
Department of State. 
 

https://art.state.gov/
https://www.instagram.com/artinembassies
https://www.facebook.com/ArtinembassiesAIE/
https://x.com/ArtinEmbassies
https://www.state.gov/bureaus-offices/bureau-of-overseas-buildings-operations/
https://www.state.gov/bureaus-offices/bureau-of-overseas-buildings-operations/
https://www.state.gov/contact-us-overseas-buildings-operations/
https://www.youtube.com/@State_OBO
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/usdos-obo/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.instagram.com/state_obo/
https://www.threads.net/@state_obo
https://www.facebook.com/StateOBO


 


